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July 24, 1968 
In the Mansion Znd Floor 



CIA Director Helms 
Walt Rostow 
George Christian 
Tom Johnson 



Attending the meeting were: 

The President 
Secretary Rusk 
SecreUry Clifford 
General Maxwell Taylor 
General Earle Wheeler 

Democrats will go the other way. 

What should we do about the Democratic platform on Vietnam? Senator 
Mansfield rejects the "straws in the wind" statements. 

The GOP may be of more help to us than the Democrats in the last few 
months. 

Secretary Clifford; Ike said he would be glad to see me. 

The President; Eisenhower has helped me in every critical thing I have 
asked him to help on. You would be good to talk with Mm. 

Secretory Clifford: On the '70 budget we have been examining our 
assumptions. We had assumed the war would continue at the same level. 
You can't cut down without it leaking. 



The President; The situation seems like they are taking advantage of our 
restraint. 




Par i i iiwiuii ui G> p y r ight 
H dUa i i W. Th o m orrotwwn 



^ ,0. — - 

alone* 

« iA^nt' Any comment on Paris? 
S^eHIZR-^^ Haaoi is considering it. 

•A nt. HOW did come out with Honolulu? 
The P^«*sident;_ llow ai 

" ^ • T «,as Dieased with the conference. 

Th. Pr»id«.= Ch.l Kcbert. b„iU up faUe hopes. 

^^^^p^^^: S.„dy M>n.field.s letter and drait a reply. 
The Czechoslovakian situation 

Mr. R0S.0-. The Sov.eU will ~e n^taril, a.aU.t ^.rn. I do not 
aUk. I to ld House »e are on th. Czech side. 

we should hoM oU on "Most Favored Nations" legislation in order not to 
cause a problem for the Czechs. 

The continuing resoltnion - what does it do to DoD Foreign Aid, Foreign 
PoLy tUng. See what kind o£ resolution they get. 

Draft agreements on German nuclear consultation.. 

Secretary Clifford: W. have letters b«w..n the President and <5-'^"^ 



Chancellor. 



Secretary Rusk: This is an unavoidable step. We <i\-f/^""^^^y ^SfX 
standing with the Germans on this. This is in the;xxght direction. j^^-^ 
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^^j^j^^Clittord: I had hoped thi. might go away. I hoped we c 
^Saintain current establiahment. 

-yy,. Preaident; Why do they require it now? 

»*re a tov. Up until recent years. 
Mr. Rostow: Nuclear weapons were a toy, up 

The president: This is a good letter. weU written. 



ould 



the Cxech situation as nearly, over. The real 



crisis has 
Thtt President: Are you 



satisfied with our posture? 



Belgian Tank Deal 

Secretarx^usk: We should go ahead on that 



The Presidentj O. K. , go ahead with that. |j 




Director 



Helms: We'U have to see the reply to your 



letter. 



i 



Cevena Disarmament Talks 

Secretary Rusk: You couldn't get 20 votes for the "^t^Sgj^Uii^SjL 
Cutoff of fishionable i^terial for peaceful purposes. |^BBHBHBnwB 

General WTieeler: I agree with what Dean Rusk has said. Security would 
be jeopardized by this. 



I have no problem with what Dean says. 
Secretary Rusk: We need to avoid pubHc posture of puUing back f^om test b^ns 
General Wheeler: The fishionable material report has never been circulate 



Secretary Rusk: We need Senator RusseU to go along with^us on the Sym^|^ 
amendment. ■ % , - i ^ 





